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‘¿HABLA USTED SPAM-GLISH?

Era el Saturday just before 
Mother’s Day and toda la 
familia was out grocery 
shopping at Plaza Foods for 

the meal. Mientras que they were 
tratando, they were mirando all the 
different comidas on the shelves de 
la tienda. They walked past the fruit 
section and Canutito ran up and 
agarró una kiwi which was a new 
fruit that year. He brought it back 
saying, “Grampo, did you know que 
if you cut esta kiwi lengthwise down 
the middle, you could see la imagen 
de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe in 
it?”

“Oh those are just tonteril-
las, m’hijo,” Grampo Caralampio 
replied. “Just what would la 
Virgencita be doing hiding en una 
fruta, eh? It is just not possible. It 
isn’t algo serio como when the face 
of Jesus se apareció en una tortilla.” 
He pushed the shopping cart to 
another section mientras que Grama 
Cuca checked on her listita de cosas 
to buy.

“I understand que las tortillas 
are no longer to be called, ‘tortillas’, 
grampo,” Canutito said as he rode 
in front of the shopping cart. “Izque 
from now on they will be marketed 
como ‘flat bread’.

“Those are just pendejadas, 
m’hijo,” Grampo replied. “It is just 
as silly como todas las personas who 
can no longer hacer order un ‘bur-
rito’ at a restaurant. Now ellos tienen 
que hacer order un ‘wrap’. ¿Qué 
fregãos es un ‘wrap’? I think que it is 
just un plot del gobierno to make us 
all speak Englich y to get rid of all 
the mojãos.”

Canutito didn’t say anything. He 
just continued riding in the front 
part of the shopping cart. Just as 
the carrito rounded the next aisle, 
Grama Cuca reached over for some 
marshmallows. She was planning to 
use them as topping for some cala-
baza that she was going to cook for 
Mother’s Day lunch.

“Grampo,” Canutito asked him, 
still looking a los marshmallows que 
Grama Cuca had put en el carrito. 
“¿Cómo se dice, ‘marshmallows’ in 
Spanish?”

“Ai, m’hijo,” Grampo Caralampio 
replied, “I believe que they are 
called ‘peditos de moja’.”

“Canutito started giggling. “¿Pero 
por qué are marshmallows called 
‘nun farts’ in Spanish, grampo?”

“Pus, yo creo que porque they are 
so white and squishy and holy,” 
grampo replied.

Grama Cuca stopped toda 
abruptly in the aisle. “¡Mientes!” she 
screamed at Grampo Caralampio. 
“Los marshmallows are not called 
‘peditos de monja’; they are called 
‘bombones’ en español. Now if you 
are not going to teach Canutito cor-
rect Spanish, don’t do it at all, and 
leave the holy nuns of it!”

Grampo Caralampio pushed the 
shopping cart en silencio behind 
Grama Cuca todo escurridito 
that she would yell at him again. 
Canutito was busy pensado en 
something else. 

“Grampo,” he said at length, “do 
you remember when I told you la 
historia de las personas that had 
seen a white crow in Seco? “What do 
you think? Was it real?

“Pues, I am como Santo Tomás, 
m’hijo,” Grampo Caralampio 
replied. “I won’t believe it until I see 
it.”

Canutito started laughing to him-
self.

Why are you laughing, m’hijo?” 
Grampo Caralampio asked him.

“I was just imagining the white 
crow coming up to you and say-
ing, ‘Méteme el dedo and do not be 
unbelieving but believing’.” Grampo 
blushed todo red…

La familia 
shops for 
Mother’s Day
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Ruth Bourgeois of Equine Spirit Sanctuary looks toward one of her favorites, Buck.

People interested in volunteering 
with the Equine Spirit Sanctuary 
attended an orientation session 
Saturday (May 3), where they 
were introduced to the equines 
currently being used for various 
activities.

Volunteers also did hands-on practice in 
haltering, leading, and grooming the horses 
and little Bindy, the miniature donkey.

This was the third volunteer orientation ses-
sion held at the sanctuary. Eight children, two 
teens and eight adults came to meet the horses 
and see what the sanctuary is all about.

Part of the volunteer “work” was to spend 
time getting to know the horses and Bindy. 
Also the equines can get used to having differ-
ent people handle them. The horses, who are 
well trained and people-friendly, are adjusting 
easily to their new roles at the sanctuary.

On Friday (May 2), Lee Mills, principal of 
Eagle Nest Elementary and Middle School, 

brought seven students. Ruth Bourgeois, direc-
tor of the Equine Spirit Sanctuary, has been 
working with the school for the past year, giv-
ing lessons and helping to organize a program 
there. 

The youths took turns brushing the horses, 
leading them, and getting them used to being 
handled by children. They also cleaned water 
tanks and rebedded one of the stalls. They 
each had a riding lesson taught by Bourgeois 
and volunteer DeAnn Hall.

An open house will be held Saturday (May 
17), 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the sanctuary on Cuchilla 
Road. A tack swap and other equine-related 
displays will  be part of this event. Following 
the May 17 event, the facility will be open to 
the public 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Wednesdays, 
Saturdays and Sundays, with ongoing activi-
ties held weekends.

For more information, see www.equine
spiritsanctuary.org or call (575) 758-1212.

— Staff report

VOLUNTEERS TAKE THE REINS

An Equine Spirit Sanctuary resident, Kat, loves the attention from the volunteers.

A group of youngsters — all hoping to volunteer 
at Equine Spirit Sanctuary — gather round one of 
its more famous residents, Bindy, the miniature 
donkey.


