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Buck and Bindy, Summer 2006

Buck looks toward his “before” picture tapedon his corral at the Family Pet Fai for Positive Pets. Buck was res-
cuied and renabiitated by the Equine Spirit Sanctuary, which is run by Ruth Bourgeois of WebWorks of Taos.
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Tails wag at the Family Fair for Positive Pets
By Alexa Schirtzinger
For The Taos News

Shiloh, an 8-year-old golden retriever with a friendly face and an even gait, stayed close to Sandy
Miller as they walked around the ring. Shiloh's eyes darted from person to person as he caimly sur-
veyed his audience. Miller whispered to him in a soothing voice.
“Now," Miler said to the group of eager observers clustered around the pen in the midde of the room,
“we're going to see if he can resist the toy.” With that said, she threw a toy into the ring. But Shiloh
was utterly composed; he walked right by it.
“When we take him into a nursing home, or into Somebody’s house,” Miller explained, “we don't want
him picking up just anything he finds on the floor or messing with their Stuff. So we train him to stay.
focused.” Shiloh continued to demonsrate his careful poise in other exercises; he was followed by an
impressive but considerably less calm display of canine agilty.
Miller, who is the president of Gold Star Animals Helping People Inc., as well as a primary organizer
of Saturday’s (May 12) Family Fair for Positive
Pets, later described Shiloh's varied career. He.
participates in R.E.A.D., Gold Star's pet-partnered
reading program in local schools, as well as in
therapy programs and Search and Rescue. Miller
is a certified examiner for animals and their owr-
ers to become Delta Society Pet Partner teams, a
certification that enables pets and their owners o
participate in animal-assisted activity and therapy
programs at schools, hospitals, nursing homes and
other community organizations.

Pennie Herrara Wardiow of Four Corners Animal
League and Annie the pony take partin a demonstra-
tion by Windhorse Equine Assisted Counseling and
Leaming.





image2.gif
Why dogs? According to April Wemer, a Pet Partner at Gold Star, “dogs make people feel fabulous;
you can just see it on their faces.” A dog in a nursing home, she said, can change the whole outiook
ofthe people there: a friendly animal's weekly visit can make a lonely person's ife much fuller than
it might be. And R EAD., one of Gold Star's most successful programs, helps children by allowing
them to practice reading aloud to dogs, who are fun and friendly and don't pressure them to perform
Gold Star s just one of many area organizations whose hard work is improving animals' lives in
Northern New Mexico. Pennie Herrera Wardlow, director of Four Corners Animal League, described
the importance of spaying and neutering. Taos, Wardiow said, is overpopulated with animals, both
stray and domesticated. Four Comers has taken significant steps to curb overpopulation here, both
through spay/neuter campaigns and by relocating animals to good homes in Colorado.

Wardlow expressed excitement at the success of the fair. Beyond informing the public, she said,

the fair was valuable in teaching animal lovers and organizations more about fellow animal interest
groups. I had never seen dog massage before,” Wardlow said, gesturing toward a booth to her left
“And | didn't realize that you could tell so much about a dog’s health just by looking at his tonguel”
Other presenters at the fair included a wide variety of animal care organizations, from equine res-
cue and therapy organizations to New Mexico Canine Rescue and Safeguard Inc. and Feral Feline
Friends. There were veterinarians offering all types of animal care; various posters explained the
methods and benefits of canine acupuncture and equine massage.

Perhaps the real charmer of the day was Bindy, a miniature donkey from the Equine Spirit Sanctuary,
whose easy disposition had made him a candidate for — what would it be called — donkey-based
therapy?

Bindy nuzzled with Buck, a majestic horse whose incredible rescue story was told in pictures on a
poster. The fair made it clear that such successes, along with contributions to the community such as
‘animal-based therapy and educational programs, are making a difference in New Mexico.

Barz and Kit Carson relax under their
owner's, Beth Dawson, mobile pet
grooming booth.

Veterinarian Holly Ann Johnson dem-
onstrates acupuncture on a pug that
Suffered a broken back and was un-
able to use his back legs. Afte treat.
ment, however, the pooch s able to get
‘around with much more case.





