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Summer programs begin at equine sanctuary in Taos, volunteers needed

Courtesy photo
Horses hang out at the Equine Spirit Sanctuary in Taos, waiting for 
fun summer programs to begin.

By Ruth Bourgeois

Summertime is rapidly 
approaching, and we are busy 
preparing for all the coming 
season’s activities at Equine 
Spirit Sanctuary

Therapeutic riding lessons 
will begin the first week of June. 
As always, we will try to accom
modate as many people as pos
sible. The number of riding les
sons we can do is dependent 
upon funding to cover program 
costs, the number of volunteers 
as well as the weather and pro
gram horses.

Volunteer training for the 
therapeutic riding program 
will be Wednesday afternoons 
in May starting at 1 p.m. No 
experience is necessary only a 
desire to commit some of your

time helping make other peo
ple’s lives better. Lessons will be 
on Wednesdays also.

Equine Spirit Sanctuary also 
offers equine-assisted therapy, 
which is primarily groundwork 
with horses, but does include 
riding when appropriate for the 
client. We have several options 
available for persons of all ages 
and all interests interested in 
this hands-on horse program.

Most of the equines used in 
our programs - horses, min
iature horses, a pony, and our 
family of five donkeys - were 
rescues or unwanted horses. 
Volunteers are needed to assist 
with cleanup and horse care 
as well as assisting with special 
events and the programs. You 
can help out in many ways and 
make a difference in the life of a

horse or a child.
Respectful, gentle horse 

handling, care and training 
have always been the basis of 
what we do at the sanctuary. 
Education is an important part 
of that.

We will be hosting a clinic 
with veterinarian Tomas Teskey, 
June 2 and 3. This clinic is appro
priate for all persons interested 
in horses, from the beginner to 
those who have owned horses 
for many years.

Teskey focuses on how hors
es are made, how they work and 
what we can do to help them 
stay healthy. Teskey teaches 
how to develop a partnership 
with horses, rather than own
ership. He demonstrates what 
this feels like, what it looks like 
and why horse owners would

consider having this perspec
tive, which allows both horses 
and humans to shine with their 
best intentions and abilities.

He believes that when we 
respect the nature of the horses, 
humans and Earth, we get to 
enjoy the natural consequences 
of this respect, rather than suf
fering from the natural conse
quences of not respecting each 
other’s nature. See our website 
or Facebook page for full details 
and to reserve your spot for this 
clinic.

Open days for visitors are 
Tuesday Wednesday and 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
For more information, call Ruth 
at Equine Spirit Sanctuary (575) 
758-1212, or go to equinespirit- 
sanctuary.org or faceboolc.com/ 
equinespiritsanctuary.

Charities need to protect privacy

Courtesy Taos Feral Feline Friends
This Taos nonprofit, which spays and neuters feral cats to 
reduce the population, recently won accolades for its financial 
transparency.

The Taos Bark had 
intended to write 
on another topic 
this week before 

I received the following 
information from our local 
nonprofit, Taos Feral Feline 
Friends.

Currently Taos County has 
seven animal-oriented non
profits that might consider 
sharing this information and 
sharing as needed. Staff and 
volunteers need to have this 
knowledge as well. It’s not 
just happening “out there” in 
the larger cities. Keep aware 
so you can keep on helping 
our community with your 
services. As the letter from 
TFFF states, social media has 
moved all of us into a new 
game, and privacy is consis
tently compromised without 
permission or our knowledge.

Here is the letter:
“Hi Trish,
“We have an item for the 

‘Bark’ that I hope you can 
use. I don’t know if you’ve 
ever visited GuideStar.org, but 
you can look up any charity 
for free. One thing they have 
that is useful is the tax filings 
that each charity has made. 
Ours go back to 2009!

“The other topic is privacy. 
Taos has many families with 
undocumented immigrants 
and DACA kids. Now ICE has 
started ‘checking business
es’ in town and people are 
nervous. We want to make 
it crystal clear that we never 
give out personal informa
tion. All charities should 
review what they collect, 
where they store data and 
who they share it with.

“TFFF has adopted a pri
vacy policy for the protection 
of its clients and donors 
personal information. The 
only personal information 
collected by TFFF for cli
ents and donors is name, 
address, E-mail address and 
telephone number. Credit 
card numbers, social secu
rity numbers and any other

Taos Bark

Trish Hernández

personal data are not collect
ed. Collected personal infor
mation is never shared with 
or sold to any business, char
ity, private individual or gov
ernment agency. As a further 
protection, all data is stored 
‘offline’ at TFFF, not on any 
internet website or server.

“Signed, Leanne and Bill 
Mitchell.”

Mitchell, president of 
TFFF, stated, “Recent devel
opments here in Taos, 
nationally, and regarding 
Facebook, have raised con
cerns in our community 
about privacy and data shar
ing. All our partners, clients 
and donors need to feel safe

giving us their personal infor
mation. We will never share 
your information under any 
circumstances. We will never 
store your information on the 
internet. I promise to protect 
your privacy.”

In a separate develop
ment, TFFF was awarded 
a 2018 Gold Seal of Trans
parency by GuideStar.org, 
the world’s largest source of

information on nonprofit 
organizations. To earn the 
Gold Seal, a charity must 
provide detailed information 
on its mission, programs, 
achievements and finan
cial condition. According to 
GuideStar, the Gold Seal is

only awarded to about 1 of 
200 charities.

TFFF operates a no-kill 
shelter for cats and since 
2005 is the leading provider 
of free spay and neuter ser
vices and vaccinations for the 
cats of Taos County.

TFFF also has a new pro
gram that provides cat food 
to low-income people in our 
community. This is so need-

ed. When I worked the St. 
James Episcopal Church’s Pet 
Food Pantry we were feeding 
approximately 300 animals a 
month. Call (575) 737-9308 
for details.

Elections for Taos Coun
ty sheriff will be in June. I 
want to remind our animal 
community that the sheriff’s 
office is in charge of our ani
mal control and animal con
trol officers. Presently, Taos 
County Sheriff Jerry Hogrefe 
is in charge of animal con
trol. His record needs to be 
transparent, and other can
didates for the job need to be 
asked questions about their 
knowledge of our animal 
challenges in Taos County. I 
may send a questionnaire to 
the candidates.

Did you know there is a 
woman candidate for sher
iff this year, one woman in 
a field of male candidates? 
Should be interesting.

Have an animal tip or 
a story to suggest? Contact 
taosbark@gmail.com or call 
(575) 613-3448.

...Taos Feral Feline Friends was awarded 
a 2018 Gold Seal of Transparency 

by GuideStar.org; the world's largest 
source of information on nonprofit 

organizations.

Taos Animal Control 
hosts spay, neuter clinics

The Taos County Sheriff’s 
Office Animal Control 
Unit is hosting spay and 
neuter clinics for the dogs 
and cats of Taos County res
idents at the sheriff’s office,
599 Lovato Place in Taos.
The first clinic was held 
April 28 and 29. Nearly 50 
dogs were spayed or neu
tered during the weekend.

A limited number of spots 
are available in the clinics, 
so people are urged to sign 
up soon.

The next clinics will be 
held on the following dates:

• May 5, 6 
•May 19,20 
•May 26, 27

Courtesy photo
Pancho, a Labrador retriever 
mix, is looking for a new 
family he can love forever.
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This weekly update is pro
vided by the Stray Hearts 

Animal Shelter

April 23-29 
•Dogs in shelter: 102 
•Cats in shelter: 7 
•Dogs admitted: 20 
•Cats admitted: 4 
•Animals adopted: 15 
•Food cost: Estimated $850 
•Cost of veterinary services: 
Estimated $1,370 
•Cost of transport for vet 
care: Estimated to $85.32 
Special Items needed at the 
animal shelter this week: 
Scented baby wipes 
Clorox/disinfecting wipes 
Zip ties

Residents of the unin
corporated areas of Taos 
County are eligible for this 
program, which assists in 
reducing the population of 
unwanted and neglected 
animals. A two-year licens
ing fee will be collected at 
the clinics. The fee includes 
microchipping and a rabies 
shot administered at the 
clinic.

Incorporated areas of the 
county are not eligible for 
the spay and neuter clinics, 
including the Town of Taos, 
Villages of Questa, Red River 
and Taos Ski Valley Taos and 
Picuris Pueblos.

-  Submitted report

For breaking news, sports or 
entertainment, 

visit 
taosnews.com
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BEAUTY SALON

Hair * Facials * Waxing 
Manicures & Pedicures

For Men, Women & Children 
Open Mondays 
575-758-1178

330B Paseo Del Pueblo Sur


