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“It was the best of 
times. It was the 
worst of times.” This 
is the opening of “A 

Tale of Two Cities” by Charles 
Dickens describing the era of 
the French Revolution. Events 
and situations can come in 
twos with experiencing the 
extremes of emotions.

This past week I had to make 
a decision that would best 
describe “the worst of times.” 
Because of a lack of donations 
and grants I had to make a 
decision to shut down the Taos 
Pet Food Pantry out of St. James 
Episcopal Church.

We started the pet pantry in 
2010 and have been distribut-
ing pet food for the past two 
years. Our basic mission is to 
assist families and individu-
als whose income or lack of 
income make it a hardship to 
feed their animals. Keeping 
pets with their families prevent 
owner relinquishment to our 
already overcrowded shelter 

and abandoning these animals 
to survive on their own and we 
know how that goes.

Our numbers have grown 
significantly. We were spending 
about $500 monthly in the first 
months of the pantry.

From the beginning of 
2012 to the present we have 
been operating on a budget of 
$1,000.

Since approximately Febru-
ary of this year, we began run-
ning out of food early and last 
month we ran out of food by 

1 p.m. (We opened from noon 
to 2 p.m.) We ran short even 
though I was increasing the 
number of pet food bags pur-
chased when I was able to get a 
donation that allowed extras.

We began keeping numbers 
this year, asking people how 
many animals we were feeding 
and keeping a record of who 
our families were as we only 
gave out pet food to one person 
in a household. Currently, the 
pet pantry is feeding between 
350 and 474 animals a month.

We have to increase our 
monthly funding from $1,000 
to $2,000 to provide food for the 
growing numbers.

This is par for the course. 
Any “startup” whether it be 
for-profit or nonprofit is in 
business to increase numbers. 
For-profits depend on loans 
for the most part and nonprof-
its depend on donations and 
grants.

We aren’t even giving full 
bags as I buy the largest bags 

and they are broken down to 
smaller plastic bags.

The Pet Pantry has a small 
group of core volunteers that 
make it possible for me to run 
this nonprofit and have put 
their time, passion and com-
mitment in to making us a suc-
cess and I promise to continue 
to make it a success.

We are closed for the months 
of May, June and July and will 
reopen Saturday, Aug. 17. I will 
be spending that time pursuing 
grants and more donors who 
believe in the service we are 
providing for our community.

This has been very emo-
tional for me and I am having 
a hard time with this decision, 
but I could not see a way out 
of it. All you would have to do 
to experience a little of what I 
am feeling is to come once and 
help distribute.

You would see the need and 
the gratefulness of the people 
needing this assistance. There 
are people who tell me they 

give part of their food to their 
beloved pets when they cannot 
buy pet food. A man actually 
hitchhiked from Questa to get 
his pet food.

The Pet Pantry was able 
to give out free dog tags and 
collars at Christmas and have 
collaborated with other non-
profits such as Four Corners 
Animal League, NM Friends of 
the Animals and Stray Hearts 
Animal Shelter in providing 
shot clinics and spay/neuter 
information on the distribution 
day. We also hand out a list of 
the most current animal assis-
tance providers.

Save The Date: Saturday, June 
29, “Oldies But Goodies” dance 
fundraiser for the Pet Food 
Pantry at Taos Mesa Brewery. 
Tickets $10 each and sold at 
the door. Contact me to reserve 
tickets.

Please help us continue 
our work by sending a dona-
tion to Taos Pet Pantry , St. 
James Episcopal Church, 5794 

NDCBU, Taos, NM 87571
Are there any great fundrais-

ers out there? A person(s) who 
can help me raise money and 
think of great creative events? 
Love to hear from you.

Radiothon
The Stray Hearts Animal 

Shelter KTAO radiothon is 
Thursday (May 23), 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m. The goal is to raise $45,000 
for the care of the animals. Call 
and make a donation. Rally 
your co-workers, friends and 
family! 

The shelter is in desperate 
need for funding to provide 
animal transfers going to 
Colorado, puppies going to 
puppy rescues, emergency vet-
erinary care, operational costs, 
creating more comfortable 
spaces for the animals to live 
and play, etc.

Trish Hernández may be 
reached at taosbark@yahoo.com 
or (575) 741-5149.

Taos Pet Food Pantry to close three months due to lack of funds 

Trish Hernández

Taos Bark

P E T  B R I E F S

 Foster shelter dogs  
for Fourth of July

Stray Hearts Animal Shelter 
is moving forward with a plan to 
move all the shelter dogs from 
the “Pod” or greenhouses for the 
Fourth of July. The shelter needs 
your help to step up and offer to 
foster a dog just for a night as 
long as you are far away from the 
fireworks. If you can help us for 
just the one night we can get this 
done. Email Jan Gordon, executive 
director, for information at jan.
gordon8@gmail.com

Radiothon set May 23
Save the date! The Stray Hearts 

radiothon is Thursday (May 23), 
at KTAO, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Call in a 
pledge at (575) 758-8882.

By the numbers  
at Stray Hearts

Here are the monthly stats 
from Stray Hearts Animal Shelter, 
April 8-May 12.

Intakes: Dogs 49; puppies 31; 
cats 24; kittens 22 Total: 126

Adoptions: Dogs 12; puppies 0; 
cats 10; kittens 2 Total: 24

Return to Owner: Dogs 16; 
cats 2 

Transfers: Dogs 38; 
puppies 28; cats 10; 
kittens 2 Total: 78

Out to Foster: 
Cats 12; Kittens 18; 
Dogs 12; Puppies 8

Shelter Dog 
Population: 58

Shelter Cat Population: 38
Help reduce the numbers. Spay 

and neuter your pets.
Cattery loaded with kitten 

season beginning. Thirty-eight 
adult cats are awaiting  
homes 
at 
Stray 
Hearts, and kittens are arriving 
from their foster homes daily.

In the last four weeks, 24 cats 
and 22 kittens came in both from 
their owners and animal control.

There are lively 1-year-olds 
who spent the winter in the cat-
tery, and even some that would be 
happiest in a barn catching mice.

Kitten season arrived early, and 
over 50 kittens are either in foster 
homes or in the cattery ready to 
adopt. The appeal of young cuddly 
kittens often slows the adoption of 
older cats.

There are lap cats, and brave 
hunters, all needing homes. If you 
are thinking of adopting, now is a 
great time to do it.

If you cannot adopt, become 
an Angel and sponsor a cat to help 
her get adopted.

If your cat needs spaying or 
neutering, call Stray Hearts at 
(575) 758-2981 as grant money is 
available.

Stray Hearts Animal 
Shelter wins prize

Supporters, through online 
voting, have won 
a prize for Stray 
Hearts Animal Shelter, 
Taos, in The Animal 
Rescue Site’s 2013 
$100,000 Shelter-plus-

Challenge in conjunction with 
Petfinder.

The animal welfare organiza-
tion came in third in the state’s 
tally of votes, earning the group 
50 pet beds for the animals in 
its care, to be provided by the 
Petfinder Foundation.

A complete list of all winners 
can be found at The Animal Rescue 
Site, heanimalrescuesite.com.

Would your dog be  
a good therapy pet?

Are you interested in helping 
others by sharing the comfort and 
joy your dog can give? Sandra 
Miller of Goldstar Animals Helping 
People is offering a training/prac-
tice session for handlers and 
their well mannered dogs to 
get familiar with the evaluation 
process. Date in June and location 
to be announced via email. 
Contact Miller by email at gsahp@
taosnet.com. Actual evaluations to 
be held this summer. 

Why spay or 
neuter  

your pet?   
Millions of cats and 

dogs are killed each 
year, at least half in 
shelters, the rest by injury, 
poisoning, exposure, 
starvation and disease. 
Most of these victims are 
the unwanted offspring of 
family pets.

One female dog and 
her offspring in six years 
can produce 67,000 dogs. 

One female cat and her 
offspring in seven years can 

produce 420,000 cats.
Animals that have been 

spayed of neutered are less 
likely to roam, run away or get 

into fights. Don’t litter — spay 
and neuter. 

— Jamie Miceli,  
Stray Hearts volunteer

If a dog will not 
come to you after 
having looked you 

in the face, you 
should go home 

and examine your 
conscience. 
Woodrow Wilson

■

Women and cats 
will do as they 

please, and men 
and dogs should 

relax and get used 
to the idea.

Robert A. Heinlein

By Ruth Bourgeois

A big thank 
you to every-
one who 
helped make 

the Mark Rashid 
clinic a great suc-
cess.

A special thanks 
to Taos Tack and 
Smith’s Grocers, 
clinic sponsors. 
The clinic was held 
May 4-6 after being 
rescheduled due 
to bad weather in 
April that prevented 
Rashid from travel-
ing to Taos.

The days were 
filled with learn-
ing opportunities, 
centered around 
Rashid’s gentle, 
respectful but highly 
effective manner of 
horsemanship as he 
worked with a vari-
ety of horses and their riders, 
explaining, showing, helping 
them work through issues 
of trust and confidence with 
their horses.

Skip Ewing, fellow horse 
trainer and highly acclaimed 
Country Western singer/song-
writer, also came to Taos for 
the clinic, making it even more 
of a special event for ESS. What 
a great way to start off the rid-
ing season!

Horses helping kids
Thank you also to Bob’s 

5 Star Burgers for hosting a 
benefit day last month for 
ESS’ Horses Helping Kids 
program.

Support for this program 
is greatly needed and greatly 
appreciated. We couldn’t do 
it without the generosity of 
businesses like 5 Star Burgers 
and everyone who made a 
point of going there that day 
for ESS.

Trading Post Café will be 
hosting a benefit day June 6 
for the Horses Helping Kids 
program. Mark your calendars 
and enjoy a delightful lunch 
or dinner that will benefit the 
special needs kids of the Taos 
community. 

We are now scheduling the 
lesson times for the kids’ pro-
grams. Call or email ESS if you 
have a child that would like to 
participate.

Lessons are once a week, 
one hour each and consist 
of learning to groom, lead 
and riding. Each lesson is 
designed to best address the 
needs of the individual child 
and is open to anyone inter-
ested.

The lesson fee is $40, with 
a sliding scale of $5 to $40. We 
are always seeking sponsor-
ships and donations to help 
offset the costs of providing 
this program, as well as apply-
ing for grants.

Volunteers 
are also needed 
to assist with 
the program. No 
horse experience 
is necessary, but 
volunteers must 
attend training 
sessions prior to 
assisting with les-
sons. We offer new 
volunteer training 
on Wednesday 
afternoons, starting 
at 1 p.m.

The ESS Spring 
Open House will be 
held Saturday (May 
25), 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. There will be 
free pony rides for 
the kids.

Meet our horses, 
donkeys, pony and 
miniature horse, 
our wonderful vol-
unteers and our 
riding instructors. 
You can also meet 

Hope, the newest resident of 
ESS. 

Hope came to ESS when 
she was barely a week old, 
after she had lost her mother 
and then she was attacked by 
dogs. Hope is now nearly 3 
months old and her wounds 
have healed almost com-
pletely. She is a very happy, 
healthy baby who loves visi-
tors!

For more on the activities 
at ESS call (575) 758-1212, e-
mail (ruth@equinespiritsanc-
tuary.org) or come and visit 
the sanctuary at 283 Cuchilla 
Road, Ranchos de Taos.

We are open Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Saturdays 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., or 
by appointment. To sign up 
for our email newsletter, go 
to equinespiritsanctuary.
org. Stay current with ESS 
happenings on facebook at 
facebook.com/equine spirit-
sanctuary. 

Equine Spirit Sanctuary news

Courtesy photo
Hope, nearly 3 months old, is the newest resident at 
Equine Spirit Sanctuary.     

Hate Your CPAP?
2019 Galisteo St, J2

Santa Fe, NM 87505
Robert L. Wartell, DMD

5 0 5 - 4 7 4 - 4 6 4 4
Improving the quality of your life

We are providers for
Blue Cross Blue Shield
Presbyterian Health Plan
Lovelace Health Plan 
United Healthcare
Medicaid                 carrying nothing at all.

jaw pain & sleep apnea center
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Taos Country Club
Saturday, June 29

(Shotgun Start)
$135 Player Fee (includes Wine Festival) 

$90 TCC Members (includes Wine Festival)

$45 in advance/$50 day of Wine Festival (Nongolfers)

Wine Festival
&

Golf Tournament

JONATHAN PEDERSEN
CONSTRUCTION
Historic Renovation
Commercial & Residential

575-613-0742
Lic. #82062

QUALITY REMODELING SINCE 1983


